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CONTRIBUTED

Former governor general 
Michaëlle Jean is among six 
people receiving honorary 
degrees at Acadia University's 
2023 convocation ceremony 
on May 14 and 15.

The honorary degrees 
recognize people who have 
made significant contribu-
tions to the arts and public 

service.  
Jean will be awarded a doc-

tor of civil laws degree in 
recognition of her work as an 
academic, journalist, leader 
and public servant. 

Other honorees include 
Gerald Gloade, a program 
development officer for the 
Mi'kmawey Debert Project 
and an artist, educator, sto-
ryteller, naturalist and elder 
who will be awarded a doctor 

of humanities degree.  
Peter MacKay, former 

justice minister and attor-
ney general of Canada, and 
Beverley McLachlin, former 
chief justice of Canada, will 
both be awarded doctor of 
civil laws degrees. 

David Mensah, executive 
director of a pair of non-
profits that support sustain-
able community development 
in northern Ghana, will 

receive a doctor of divinity 
degree. 

David W. States, a well-
respected historian, gene-
alogist, scholar and public 
servant who has made sig-
nificant contributions to the 
understanding of African Ca-
nadian history, will receive a 
doctor of humanities degree. 

Acadia’s president and 
vice-chancellor, Peter Rick-
etts, praised the honourees 

for their achievements.  
“They have inspired me 

and many others through 
their resilience, ingenuity, 
and compassion for others,” 
said Ricketts in a news re-
lease.  

More than 800 graduates 
from the faculties of arts, 
pure and applied science, 
professional studies and the-
ology will receive their diplo-
mas and certificates.  

Former governor general among honourees at Acadia convocation

‘An art to simply 
listening to people’
Creative Action Digital Video is bringing personal stories to life
JOEY FITZPATRICK
VALLEY WIRE

Kimberly Smith 
calls himself a 
“storyteller for 
hire.” 

For more than 
a quarter century his produc-
tion company, Creative Ac-
tion Digital Video, has been 
helping local people and non-
profit organizations tell their 
stories to the world.

“There is an art to simply 
listening to people, under-
standing what their story is 
and then helping them ex-
press it,” Smith says.  

After many years in the film 
and entertainment industry, 
Smith made what he says was 
a “counter-intuitive move” in 
1997 by launching his own 
video production company in 
Canning. At the time he was 
a member of the Directors 
Guild of Canada and was as-
cending the industry ladder.

“This allows me to do 
what I love doing, while also 
performing a service for the 
community here in the Val-
ley.”

Since then, he has pro-
duced, written and directed 
countless videos for a wide 
range of clients, many from 
the non-profit sector. The 
productions range from small 
projects that can be shot in a 
few hours to more complex 

projects with shooting at a 
number of locations. Clients 
include Literacy Nova Scotia, 
Acadia’s S.M.I.L.E. Program, 
Annapolis Valley Learning 
Association and the Alexan-
der Society for Inclusive Arts, 
to name only a few.

“I’m able to bring the 
knowledge I’ve picked up 
from the Hollywood folks and 
make it accessible here in my 
community.”

Smith’s career in the en-
tertainment sector began at 
York University, where he 

obtained a bachelor of fine 
arts in theatre performance. 
He began as an actor and it 
was while working on set for 
movies and television that he 
was increasingly drawn to the 
technical work being done 
behind the scenes.

“I’d be really curious about 
what was happening with the 
camera and I ended up just 
staying around after I did my 
acting scenes, watching how 
things were being done.”

While he honed his tech-
nical skills, Smith made his 
directorial debut with a St. 
Catharines theatre company 
called PROPS – Plays Reflect-
ing Ordinary People Surviv-
ing. The plays were about 
30 minutes in length and the 
subject matter was sombre: 
domestic violence, suicide, 
alcoholism and aging.

“We performed these plays 
for free around the St. Catha-
rines area and there would be 
social workers in the wings, 
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Kimberly Smith’s production company, Creative Action Digital Video, has been helping local 
people and non-profit organizations tell their stories to the world for more than a quarter cen-
tury. CONTRIBUTED
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